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Aspire to be a fool,

not a professional

Work to train your heart

Toil for Godʼs kingdom

by resting in His victory
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“If innovation is purely market driven,

we could have amazing advances in inventions

that leave the world even more divided….
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“If we have optimism

but we donʼt have empathy,

it doesnʼt matter how much

we master the secrets of science –

weʼre not really solving problems,

weʼre just working on puzzles.”

Bill Gates, Stanford commencement 2014
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not a professional

work-glory.seanho.com       626803b 6 /  43

http://localhost:9000/work-glory.pdf
http://localhost:9000/work-glory.pdf
https://github.com/sermons/work-glory/actions/runs/11492305595
https://github.com/sermons/work-glory/actions/runs/11492305595
https://github.com/sermons/work-glory/commit/626803b


1. The Snare of1. The Snare of1. The Snare of

ProfessionalismProfessionalismProfessionalism
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The high o�icials and the satrapsThe high o�icials and the satrapsThe high o�icials and the satraps

sought to find a ground for sought to find a ground for sought to find a ground for complaintcomplaintcomplaint

against Daniel with regard to the against Daniel with regard to the against Daniel with regard to the kingdomkingdomkingdom,,,

but they could find but they could find but they could find no groundno groundno ground

for complaint or any fault,for complaint or any fault,for complaint or any fault,

because he was because he was because he was faithfulfaithfulfaithful,,,

and and and no errorno errorno error or  or  or faultfaultfault was found in him. was found in him. was found in him.

Daniel 6:4 (ESV)Daniel 6:4 (ESV)Daniel 6:4 (ESV)
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God has chosenGod has chosenGod has chosen

the the the foolishfoolishfoolish things of the world things of the world things of the world

to shame the to shame the to shame the wisewisewise … … …

the things that are the things that are the things that are notnotnot,,,

so that He may so that He may so that He may nullifynullifynullify the things that are, the things that are, the things that are,

so that so that so that no man may boastno man may boastno man may boast before God. before God. before God.

1 Corinthians 1:27, 29 (NASB)1 Corinthians 1:27, 29 (NASB)1 Corinthians 1:27, 29 (NASB)
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Therefore I will Therefore I will Therefore I will boastboastboast all the more gladly all the more gladly all the more gladly

of my of my of my weaknessesweaknessesweaknesses,,,

so that the so that the so that the power of Christpower of Christpower of Christ

may rest upon me.may rest upon me.may rest upon me.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (ESV)2 Corinthians 12:9 (ESV)2 Corinthians 12:9 (ESV)
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1. The Snare of1. The Snare of1. The Snare of

ProfessionalismProfessionalismProfessionalism

1. 1. 1. Chasing the GuildChasing the GuildChasing the Guild

2. 2. 2. Building AmbitionBuilding AmbitionBuilding Ambition

3. 3. 3. Earning WagesEarning WagesEarning Wages
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Who is Who is Who is wisewisewise and  and  and understandingunderstandingunderstanding among you? among you? among you?

By his By his By his good conductgood conductgood conduct let him show his  let him show his  let him show his worksworksworks

in the in the in the meeknessmeeknessmeekness of wisdom. of wisdom. of wisdom.

James 3:13 (ESV) (p.1/2)James 3:13 (ESV) (p.1/2)James 3:13 (ESV) (p.1/2)
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But if you have bitter But if you have bitter But if you have bitter jealousyjealousyjealousy

and selfish and selfish and selfish ambitionambitionambition in your hearts, in your hearts, in your hearts,

do not do not do not boastboastboast and be false to the truth. and be false to the truth. and be false to the truth.

This is This is This is notnotnot the wisdom the wisdom the wisdom

that comes down from above,that comes down from above,that comes down from above,

but is but is but is earthlyearthlyearthly, unspiritual, demonic., unspiritual, demonic., unspiritual, demonic.

James 3:14-15 (ESV) (p.2/2)James 3:14-15 (ESV) (p.2/2)James 3:14-15 (ESV) (p.2/2)
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By his By his By his good conductgood conductgood conduct let him show his  let him show his  let him show his worksworksworks

in the in the in the meeknessmeeknessmeekness of wisdom. of wisdom. of wisdom.

James 3:13 (ESV)James 3:13 (ESV)James 3:13 (ESV)
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1. The Snare of1. The Snare of1. The Snare of

ProfessionalismProfessionalismProfessionalism

1. 1. 1. Chasing the GuildChasing the GuildChasing the Guild

2. 2. 2. Building AmbitionBuilding AmbitionBuilding Ambition

3. 3. 3. Earning WagesEarning WagesEarning Wages
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“Abraham “Abraham “Abraham believed Godbelieved Godbelieved God,,,

and it was counted to him as and it was counted to him as and it was counted to him as righteousnessrighteousnessrighteousness.”.”.”

Now to the one who works, his Now to the one who works, his Now to the one who works, his wageswageswages

are not counted as a are not counted as a are not counted as a gi�gi�gi� but as his  but as his  but as his dueduedue...

Romans 4:4 (ESV) (p.1/2)Romans 4:4 (ESV) (p.1/2)Romans 4:4 (ESV) (p.1/2)
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And to the one who And to the one who And to the one who does not workdoes not workdoes not work

but but but believesbelievesbelieves in him who  in him who  in him who justifiesjustifiesjustifies the ungodly, the ungodly, the ungodly,

his his his faithfaithfaith is counted as righteousness. is counted as righteousness. is counted as righteousness.

Romans 4:5 (ESV) (p.2/2)Romans 4:5 (ESV) (p.2/2)Romans 4:5 (ESV) (p.2/2)
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1. 1. 1. The Snare of ProfessionalismThe Snare of ProfessionalismThe Snare of Professionalism

2. 2. 2. The Blessing of EmploymentThe Blessing of EmploymentThe Blessing of Employment

3. 3. 3. The Grace of Godʼs WorkThe Grace of Godʼs WorkThe Grace of Godʼs Work
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Work to train

your heart
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2. The Blessing of2. The Blessing of2. The Blessing of

EmploymentEmploymentEmployment

1. 1. 1. Rejecting Rejecting Rejecting IdlenessIdlenessIdleness

2. 2. 2. SharingSharingSharing Generously Generously Generously

3. 3. 3. Training our Training our Training our HeartHeartHeart Attitude Attitude Attitude
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For you yourselves knowFor you yourselves knowFor you yourselves know

how you ought to how you ought to how you ought to imitateimitateimitate us, us, us,

because we were because we were because we were not idlenot idlenot idle

when we were with you, …when we were with you, …when we were with you, …

but with but with but with toiltoiltoil and  and  and laborlaborlabor

we worked night and day,we worked night and day,we worked night and day,

that we might not be a that we might not be a that we might not be a burdenburdenburden to any of you. to any of you. to any of you.

2 Thessalonians 3:7-8 (ESV) (p.1/3)2 Thessalonians 3:7-8 (ESV) (p.1/3)2 Thessalonians 3:7-8 (ESV) (p.1/3)
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If anyone is not willing to If anyone is not willing to If anyone is not willing to workworkwork, let him not , let him not , let him not eateateat...

For we hear that some among youFor we hear that some among youFor we hear that some among you

walk in walk in walk in idlenessidlenessidleness,,,

not busy at work, but not busy at work, but not busy at work, but busybodiesbusybodiesbusybodies...

2 Thessalonians 3:10-11 (ESV) (p.2/3)2 Thessalonians 3:10-11 (ESV) (p.2/3)2 Thessalonians 3:10-11 (ESV) (p.2/3)
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Now such persons we commandNow such persons we commandNow such persons we command

and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christand encourage in the Lord Jesus Christand encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ

to do their to do their to do their work quietlywork quietlywork quietly

and to earn their and to earn their and to earn their own livingown livingown living...

2 Thessalonians 3:12 (ESV) (p.3/3)2 Thessalonians 3:12 (ESV) (p.3/3)2 Thessalonians 3:12 (ESV) (p.3/3)
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2. The Blessing of2. The Blessing of2. The Blessing of

EmploymentEmploymentEmployment

1. 1. 1. Rejecting IdlenessRejecting IdlenessRejecting Idleness

2. 2. 2. Sharing GenerouslySharing GenerouslySharing Generously

3. 3. 3. Training our Heart AttitudeTraining our Heart AttitudeTraining our Heart Attitude
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Let the Let the Let the thiefthiefthief no longer steal, no longer steal, no longer steal,

but rather let him but rather let him but rather let him laborlaborlabor,,,

doing doing doing honest workhonest workhonest work with his  with his  with his own handsown handsown hands,,,

so that he may have something to so that he may have something to so that he may have something to shareshareshare

with anyone in with anyone in with anyone in needneedneed...

Ephesians 4:28 (ESV)Ephesians 4:28 (ESV)Ephesians 4:28 (ESV)
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He who supplies He who supplies He who supplies seedseedseed to the sower to the sower to the sower

and and and breadbreadbread for food for food for food

will will will supplysupplysupply and  and  and multiplymultiplymultiply your seed for sowing your seed for sowing your seed for sowing

and increase the and increase the and increase the harvestharvestharvest of your  of your  of your righteousnessrighteousnessrighteousness...

2 Corinthians 9:10 (ESV) (p.1/2)2 Corinthians 9:10 (ESV) (p.1/2)2 Corinthians 9:10 (ESV) (p.1/2)
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You will be You will be You will be enrichedenrichedenriched in every way in every way in every way

to be to be to be generousgenerousgenerous in every way, in every way, in every way,

which through us will producewhich through us will producewhich through us will produce

thanksgivingthanksgivingthanksgiving to God to God to God

2 Corinthians 9:11 (ESV) (p.2/2)2 Corinthians 9:11 (ESV) (p.2/2)2 Corinthians 9:11 (ESV) (p.2/2)
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2. The Blessing of2. The Blessing of2. The Blessing of

EmploymentEmploymentEmployment

1. 1. 1. Rejecting IdlenessRejecting IdlenessRejecting Idleness

2. 2. 2. Sharing GenerouslySharing GenerouslySharing Generously

3. 3. 3. Training our Heart AttitudeTraining our Heart AttitudeTraining our Heart Attitude
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SlavesSlavesSlaves, in all things, in all things, in all things

obeyobeyobey those who are your masters on earth, those who are your masters on earth, those who are your masters on earth,

not with not with not with externalexternalexternal service, service, service,

as those who merely as those who merely as those who merely please menplease menplease men,,,

but with but with but with sinceritysinceritysincerity of heart, of heart, of heart,

fearing the Lordfearing the Lordfearing the Lord...

Colossians 3:22 (NASB)Colossians 3:22 (NASB)Colossians 3:22 (NASB)
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Whatever you do, do your work Whatever you do, do your work Whatever you do, do your work heartilyheartilyheartily,,,

as for the as for the as for the LordLordLord rather than for men, rather than for men, rather than for men,

knowing that from the Lord you will receiveknowing that from the Lord you will receiveknowing that from the Lord you will receive

the the the rewardrewardreward of the inheritance. of the inheritance. of the inheritance.

It is the Lord It is the Lord It is the Lord ChristChristChrist whom you serve. whom you serve. whom you serve.

Colossians 3:23-24Colossians 3:23-24Colossians 3:23-24

work-glory.seanho.com       626803b 31 /  43

http://localhost:9000/work-glory.pdf
http://localhost:9000/work-glory.pdf
https://github.com/sermons/work-glory/actions/runs/11492305595
https://github.com/sermons/work-glory/actions/runs/11492305595
https://github.com/sermons/work-glory/commit/626803b


Work for the Glory of GodWork for the Glory of GodWork for the Glory of God

1. 1. 1. The Snare of ProfessionalismThe Snare of ProfessionalismThe Snare of Professionalism

2. 2. 2. The Blessing of EmploymentThe Blessing of EmploymentThe Blessing of Employment

3. 3. 3. The Grace of Godʼs WorkThe Grace of Godʼs WorkThe Grace of Godʼs Work
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Toil for

Godʼs kingdom

by resting

in His victory
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3. The Grace of Godʼs Work3. The Grace of Godʼs Work3. The Grace of Godʼs Work

1. 1. 1. Welcoming His Welcoming His Welcoming His ReturnReturnReturn

2. 2. 2. Steadfast because of His Steadfast because of His Steadfast because of His VictoryVictoryVictory
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But the But the But the day of the Lordday of the Lordday of the Lord will come like a thief, will come like a thief, will come like a thief,

in which the in which the in which the heavensheavensheavens will will will

pass awaypass awaypass away with a roar with a roar with a roar

and the and the and the elementselementselements will will will

be be be destroyeddestroyeddestroyed with intense heat, with intense heat, with intense heat,

and the and the and the earthearthearth and its  and its  and its worksworksworks will be  will be  will be burned upburned upburned up...

2 Peter 3:10 (NASB) (p.1/2)2 Peter 3:10 (NASB) (p.1/2)2 Peter 3:10 (NASB) (p.1/2)
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Since all these thingsSince all these thingsSince all these things

are to be are to be are to be destroyeddestroyeddestroyed in this way, in this way, in this way,

what sort of people ought you to bewhat sort of people ought you to bewhat sort of people ought you to be

in in in holy conductholy conductholy conduct and  and  and godlinessgodlinessgodliness,,,

looking forlooking forlooking for and hastening and hastening and hastening

the coming of the day of God!the coming of the day of God!the coming of the day of God!

2 Peter 3:11-12 (NASB) (p.2/2)2 Peter 3:11-12 (NASB) (p.2/2)2 Peter 3:11-12 (NASB) (p.2/2)
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3. The Grace of Godʼs Work3. The Grace of Godʼs Work3. The Grace of Godʼs Work

1. 1. 1. Welcoming His ReturnWelcoming His ReturnWelcoming His Return

2. 2. 2. Steadfast because of His VictorySteadfast because of His VictorySteadfast because of His Victory
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When the perishable puts on the When the perishable puts on the When the perishable puts on the imperishableimperishableimperishable,,,

and the mortal puts on and the mortal puts on and the mortal puts on immortalityimmortalityimmortality,,,

then shall come to passthen shall come to passthen shall come to pass

the saying that is written:the saying that is written:the saying that is written:

“““DeathDeathDeath is swallowed up in  is swallowed up in  is swallowed up in victoryvictoryvictory.”.”.”

1 Corinthians 15:54 (ESV) (p.1/3)1 Corinthians 15:54 (ESV) (p.1/3)1 Corinthians 15:54 (ESV) (p.1/3)
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“O death, “O death, “O death, wherewherewhere is your victory? is your victory? is your victory?

O death, O death, O death, wherewherewhere is your sting?” is your sting?” is your sting?”

The sting of death is The sting of death is The sting of death is sinsinsin,,,

and the power of sin is the and the power of sin is the and the power of sin is the lawlawlaw...

But thanks be to God, who gives usBut thanks be to God, who gives usBut thanks be to God, who gives us

the the the victoryvictoryvictory through our Lord  through our Lord  through our Lord JesusJesusJesus Christ. Christ. Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:55-56 (ESV) (p.2/3)1 Corinthians 15:55-56 (ESV) (p.2/3)1 Corinthians 15:55-56 (ESV) (p.2/3)
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Therefore, my beloved brothers,Therefore, my beloved brothers,Therefore, my beloved brothers,

be be be steadfaststeadfaststeadfast, , , immovableimmovableimmovable,,,

always abounding in the always abounding in the always abounding in the work of the Lordwork of the Lordwork of the Lord,,,

knowing that in the Lordknowing that in the Lordknowing that in the Lord

your labor is your labor is your labor is not in vainnot in vainnot in vain...

1 Corinthians 15:57-58 (ESV) (p.3/3)1 Corinthians 15:57-58 (ESV) (p.3/3)1 Corinthians 15:57-58 (ESV) (p.3/3)
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Work for the Glory of GodWork for the Glory of GodWork for the Glory of God

1. 1. 1. The Snare of The Snare of The Snare of ProfessionalismProfessionalismProfessionalism

2. 2. 2. The Blessing of The Blessing of The Blessing of EmploymentEmploymentEmployment

3. 3. 3. The Grace of The Grace of The Grace of Godʼs WorkGodʼs WorkGodʼs Work
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Aspire to be a fool,

not a professional

Work to train your heart

Toil for Godʼs kingdom

by resting in His victory
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